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THE INFLUENCE OF POLISH AMERICANS ON THE SHAPE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND BORDERS AFTER WORLD WAR I

After the outbreak of World War 11, the political situation in Europe, including in Poland,
was not indifferent to the vast majority of Poles living in the American continent. Polish dia-
spora in the United States consisting a few million people, as an important ethnic group,
many times spoke on the post-war Polish borders. Almost all Polish community organiza-
tions and associations, except for a small group sympathizing with the Soviet Union, were in
favour of the position of the Polish Government in Exile and the eastern border before Sep-
tember 1, 1939. Due to the fact that this subject is not well known, and the only elaboration
of Wiadysiaw Zachariasiewicz does not contain details of the problem, I thought it would
be appropriate to show it, taking into account the archival documents of the Polish Govern-
ment in Exile based until 1940 in France and then in London.

Key words: Europe, Polish American, organization, nationality, border, the Polish
Government in Exile.

After World War II broke out, the vast majority of Po-
les residing in North America was not indifferent to the
political situation in Europe, including the one in Poland.
The Polish Diaspora of several million was a significant
ethnic group whose opinion had to be taken into account
by the President and other politicians, considering, among
others, its electoral potential.

Since the subject is not well known in Poland and the
only study by Wiadysiaw Zachariasiewicz' does not pro-
vide many details of the matter, it seems advisable to di-
scuss it including the archive documents of the Polish
Government in exile, based in France until 1940, and in

BaBpuHiok AHppiii
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Kkanauaar reorpadgi- London afterwards.

ZZ;;ZZ;’;’, ﬁ:;i’;;as_ Within the documentation of Polish diplomacy, one
CTBa i MiXHapOAHNX of the first document referring to the matter, of June 14"
sinHocuH CxinHoespo- 1940, saw Dr. Karol Ripa the Polish Consul General in
Ziﬁg ;’;?‘ggp'fﬂ g:;”b' Chicago inform the Polish embassy in Washington that
imeni Jleci Ykpaitku, the Executive Board of the Polish Americans Council had
BOKTOP reorpagidHyx passed a resolution to prepare a letter to President Roose-
7;}:/( :gzg;ﬁﬂ'mﬂm_ velt assuring him of their total support. Additionally, the
cuH JlepxaBHoOro board of The Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

npogeCciHOro iHCTn-
TyTy B Xesami (MonbLya)

''W. Zacharasiewicz, Etos niepodlegiorsci Polonii Amerykacskiej, War-
saw 2005, p. 358.
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sent a memorial to the President ,,to pay
him special tribute for his efforts to ma-
intain World peace and for his stand on
defending democracy against the totali-
tarian deluge.!

On November 11" 1940, the «Days
of Brotherhood of the Allies» took
place in Chicago and were organized
by the Polish Americans. The partici-
pants passed a resolution that emphasi-
zed the role of allies in the fight against
the invaders. The document was sent
to: Gen. Wiadysiawa Raczkiewicza,
the President of the Republic of Poland
Wiadysiaw Sikorski, the Polish Prime
Minister, W. Churchill, Great Britain’s
PM, E. Benesz, PM of Czechoslovakia,
J. Metaxas, Norwegian MP, E. N. Von
Kleffens, Netherlands’ PM and McKen-
zie King, PM of Canada’.

Between 30™ and 31 of May 1941,
the meeting of the board of Ameri-
can Association for Poland Liberation
(AAPL), presided over by Dr. Piotrow-
ski, voted for a plan of action. The first
point stated that the goal of the Asso-
ciation is to «help the Polish nation in
their fight for liberation of Poland from
the invaders and enemies». An intere-
sting part involved the paragraph enti-
tled «The fight against Russia», which
reads: «1/ In the fight against Russia,
through press, leaflets and booklets we
need to expose to American public the
age-long rapacity of the white and red
czarism, point out the barbarism of Rus-
sia expelling 700 thousand Polish men,
women and children into Siberian ta-

! Archiwum Akt Nowych (further: AAN), Archi-
wum Instytutu Hoovera (further: AIH), Ministerstwo
Spraw Zagranicznych (MZS), sygn. 120, o. (0.) 725.

2AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 120, 0. 727. The Polish
consul general in Chicago Dr. K. Ripa was one of the
participants of the festivities .

igas and steppes to suffer hunger, fre-
ezing cold and atrocious misery. 2/ we
will strive to cooperate with those gro-
ups of our fellow-countrymen who de-
scend from the nations also oppressed
by Russia, in order to join our forces
against the invader and establish a ne-
ighborly coexistence»®.

It needs to be explained that the
AAPL was a union created by Father
Giowacki from the national Church and
the Polish Consul General of Pittsburgh
described its program to be in complete
accordance with the attitude of the Po-
lish Consul General in Chicago®.

An indirect conclusion may thus be
drawn that the Association, at least at
that time, was not hostile to the London
Government, and by seeking and esta-
blishing contacts with the Polish diplo-
mats, it wanted to cooperate for the sake
of the country.

Admittedly, it is possible that its
members acted that way in order to in-
fluence a part of the Polish Americans.

When Gen. Sikorski, the Prime Mi-
nister of the Polish Government in exile
visited USA and Canada, he met with the
council of Polish Americans, which held
a special convention attended by all of
the most prominent heads of Polish or-
ganizations in USA including most no-
tably Franciszek X. Bbwietlik, the presi-
dent of the council and the censor of the
Polish National Assiciation.

In his speech, «the Prime Minister
presented the council with the require-
ments of the Polish Government. He
spoke boldly and demanded that the co-
uncil act not speak. He promised to send

3 AAN, AIH, MZS, Central organization of Poles
abroad, sygn. 121, fig. (0.) 233, 235, 236.
4Ibidem, o. 237.
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the council a number of his remarks in
writing. The speech left the gathering
greatly impressed, and the Presidium
(of the council AW’s note) had to un-
derstand that operating methods would
have to be changed'.

On September 26" 1941, the Po-
lish Roman Catholic Union of America
expressed its stand on the Polish autho-
rities in exile. The document sent to the
Polish Embassy in Washington reads:
The 43 convention of the Polish Ro-
man Catholic Union of America me-
eting in the city of Baltimore, sends its
assurance that our organization whishes
to further cooperate in and contribute to
the great work of liberating Poland and
extending the material and spiritual help
for the unfortunate victims of the war
and plunder perpetrated by the enemy
on the Polish land?.

On 18" and 19" of November 1941,
the report no. 105 sent by the Polish Em-
bassy in Washington to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in London states that
«Nowy Ibwiaty, a Polish journal, pu-
blished a resolution by the National De-
fense Association named after Jyzef
Piisudski, passed on the conference on
November 16" 1941 in New York, at-
tended by 50 delegates from New York,
Massachusetts and New Jersey. The re-
solution expressed the need for imme-
diate help to be provided to the refugees
in Russia, regretted the introduction of
the principle of partisan proportiona-
lity in the Government, the dissolution
of the National Council in the moment

I AAN, AIH, MSZ, Political relations with Po-
land in general, sygn. 41, 0. 781.

2 AAN, AIH, MZS, Central organization of
Poles abroad, sygn. 121, 0. 579. Document signed by
B. L. Smykowski, the speaker of the convention of
the Polish Roman Catholic Union.

of governmental crisis, the fight aga-
inst Jyzef Piisudski, the biased chan-
ges in the US outposts and demanded a
thorough revision of the recruitment of
the Polish Army in America by disso-
Iving all of the propaganda centers and
examining the matter anew «in order to
create such a recruitment organization
which would assure that the action was
not compromised by the elements indi-
rectly harming the recruitment process».
After expressing the faith in the worth
of the alliances with Great Britain and
USA and in the triumph of democracy in
the postwar Poland, the resolution clo-
ses paying tribute to the President of Po-
land as the guardian of the Constitution
and the Homeland’s representative. It
should be noted that the resolution does
not mention Soviet Russia at all, except
for the passage referring to the help to
be provided to the Poles in Russia®».

In the report no. 105 involving the
press publications in a number langu-
ages, the Polish Embassy in USA re-
ferring to the period of 18-19% Novem-
ber 1941 states that «In relation to the
vote on the abolition of the neutrality
act «Dziennik Polski» enumerates fol-
lowing congressmen of Polish descent
who voted for the abolition: Dingell and
Lesicski of Detroit, MI, Kocioikowski
and Maciejewski of Illinois, Maciora
of Connecticut and Wasilewski of Wi-
sconsin. But there was one among the
congressmen of Polish descent who vo-
ted against the bill which disturbed Ger-
many and Hitler. It was Dr. Rudolf Tere-
nowicz of Hamtramck, MI, who already
voted against previous bills aimed at fi-
ghting Hitler. Congressman Terenowicz

3 AAN, AIH, MZS, Polish diplomatic outposts,
sygn. 55, 0. 1230, 1231.
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voted against the bill on military recru-
itment, as well as against the lend-lease
bill, requiring that help be provided to
the nations fighting against Hitler’s ag-
gression, including Poland as well. Tere-
nowicz acted against both Polish and US
interests. Especially fierce fight related
to the vote on the abolition of neutrality
act involved congressman Wasilewski
of Wisconsin who was the only repre-
sentative of that state supporting the fo-
reign policy of President Roosevelt'».

On November 30" 1942, Stanisiaw
Angorman, Polish Consul in Detroit,
MI, notified the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs in London that as a result of vo-
ting for members of legislative, federal
and state bodies, Polish representatives
won 14 seats, including newly appoin-
ted congessmen: George G. Sadowski,
Jan Dingell and Jan Lemniewski. Ad-
ditionally, the following became sena-
tors: Leon Wilkowski and Stanisiaw
Nowak (a communist). New members
of state legislatures included: Adam Su-
meracki, Marcin Kronk, Franciszek No-
wak, Jyzef J. Leszczycski, Stanisiaw
Bembowski, Jyzef Kowalski and Walter
Stockfish of Hamtramck, MI.

At the same time, the Consul repor-
ted that the action against congressman
Tenerowicz was a great success of Po-
lish Americans who supported G.G. Sa-
dowski almost unanimously?.

According to the Polish Embassy,
the Polish press published in USA on
November 27-28™ 1941 «represents a
heated discussion between the pro-go-
vernment but anti-socialist «Przewod-
nik Katolicki» and the organ of PPS

I AAN, AIH, MZS, Polish diplomatic outposts,
no. 55, 0. 1233, 1234.
2Ibidem, o. 1323.

(Polish Socialist Party) — «Robotnik
Polski», the latter accusing the former
of ties to the National Party. Such ties
are also noticed by the «Ameryka Echo»
newspaper. Whereas «Dziennik Zwigz-
kowy» opposes the journalistic acti-
vity of the former minister Ignacy Ma-
tuszewski, and following the Bostonian
weekly «Czas» links it to the attempts
of organizing opposition with the help
of the National Defense Association®».

The issue of «Nowy Swiat» of No-
vember 27" or 28" points out that Ma-
tuszewski arrived in America as a war
refugee and benefits from the hospita-
lity of the country, asking whether «the
law of the country allows war refugees
to hostilely agitate against Sikorski’s
government recognized by the US. At
the same time, the newspaper opposes
Matuszewski’s activity among Ameri-
can citizens of Polish descent and links
his journalistic activity with the conven-
tion of the National Defense Association
named after Jyzef Piisudski. «Czas» also
opposes the newly established organiza-
tion and the activity of former ministers
in USA stating that although Polish re-
fugees are not part of the organization’s
board, they constitute its brain*».

At the same time, «Przewodnik Ka-
tolicki» in reference to the composition
of the Polish Government in Exile, sta-
ted there was no Government of Natio-
nal Unity but the government of the Cen-
ter-Left, that is the organization which
was opposed by Polish Governments
beginning in May 1926 up to September

% Ibidem, o. 1233, 1274.

4 Ibidem, 0. 1303. The information based on the
report no. 102 of the Polish Embassy addressed to
the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs in London for
the period of November 27-28" 1941, hence no pre-
cise date of the publication.
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1939. «Przewodnik» wrote additionaly:
«Only now have the catholic leaders re-
alized that the government contains so-
cialists, not all of Sarmatian origins, and
they began to heavily bombard the go-
vernment». «Ameryka Echo» conside-
red the attacks on socialists, and on mi-
nister Stacczyk in particular, that had
appeared in «Przewodnik Katolicki» to
be «flank attacks on the Polish Govern-
ment» which it saw as a sudden change
of front'».

From the Polish perspective, the
crucial information appeared on No-
vember 27-28" 1941 in «Wiadomosci
Codzienney», where the author of one
of the articles «points out that Russia
would be willing to federate with all
of the west Slavic lands and that the
German propaganda, under the guise
of justice, tries to convince the world
that it is enough to remove Hitler and
the German nation would change».
The author claims that Russia will not
fail to demand the borders of 1914.
The same newspaper writes that «al-
though Stalin surrendered the idea of
worldwide revolution he is inclined
to create a great Slavic federation that
would include Russia, Poland, Czech
Republic, Slovakia Yugoslavia, and
Bulgaria and under special conditions
— Greece, Hungary and Romania. The
journal also writes: «England is sup-
posedly not opposed to that, because
it would allow it to shed the respon-
sibility for the reconstruction of PO-
LAND (emphasis from the original
text - AW), with which it is in alliance,
as well as the responsibility for Cze-
choslovakia and Yugoslavia®».

'Tbidem, o. 1302.
2Ibidem, o. 1303, 1304.

According to the chronological re-
cord of the events related to Poles and
Americans of Polish descent residing in
USA, the first to openly defend Polish
borders on May 21 1942 was the Na-
tional Committee of Americans of Po-
lish Descent® (NCAPD) in the appeal
to President Roosevelt which read that
«Poland needs to rise entirely, not dimi-
nished in its forces or lands». Another
important paragraph of the appeal stated
that «the security of Poland, Europe and
the world needs to be based on changing
the borders between Germany and Po-
land*».

The first official stance of the Polish
Americans on the defense of Polish bor-
ders was the protest of the mentioned
Committee published on October 11%
1942 in relation to the map of central
eastern Europe included in the «Encyc-
lopedia Britannica» on which, according
to the yearly report: «Poland was erased
entirely, and the Ribbentrop-Molotov
line was recognized as valid, despite the
fact that the German-Russian fighting
front was at the time situated way to the
east of Dnieper. It is worth reminding
that the Polish lands to the west of the
Ribbentrop-Molotov line were marked
on the map as German, the lands east of
the line as Belarus and Soviet Ukraine
and the three Baltic states as Soviet re-
publics of Lithuania, Latvia and Esto-
nia. This first sign of the increasing in-
fluence of Russian propaganda in USA

3 The wire from J. Ciechanowski, the Polish Am-
bassador in USA to the Polish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in London shows that NCAPD was an orga-
nization competing with the Polish Americans Coun-
cil and was organized by the “Nowy Swiat” group.
Vide - AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, 0. 103.

4 Instytut Jyzefa Piisudskiego w Londynie
(IJPL), Polacy Amerykacscy, zespyi 45, kolekcja nr
45/7/2/C/1/, teczka 5, bp.
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met with our immediate reaction, which
was supported by the opinion of the ma-
jority of Polish Americans and under-
standably caused an uproar, which was
quite effective because «Encyclopedia
Britannica» added a number of maps of
this part of Europe, neutralizing the ef-
fect of the first assault on Poland among
the American society'».

It is worth noting that the Poles as-
sociated within this organization were
the first to openly describe the action as
an assault on Poland. It is also puzzling
that despite the censorship existing at
that time in Great Britain, such a promi-
nent publisher could print a map glori-
fying the state of borders established as
a result of the Ribbentrop-Molotov pact
of August 23 and September 28" 1939.

It should also be emphasized that
according to data of the first annual co-
nvention of NCAPD, which took place
on July 3" and 4% 1943, the commit-
tee consisted of 50 divisions with 884
members.

One might conclude that it was not a
massive organization, but, at that time,
an exclusive one. Its members and sup-
porters included such people as its first
president Maksymilian Wkgrzyn, the
owner, publisher and editor of «Nowy
bwiaty», Frank Januszewski, editor od
«Dziennik Polski» of Detroit, both ac-
tive in the American politics too, as well
as the group known within the political
cirles: Paul Faulk, Joseph Piech, Ignacy
Morawski, Walter Cytacki, Stephen Lo-
dzieski, John Kosicski, Dr. Edwarda
Nowicki, Lucjan Nowicski, Leon
Koziowski, S. Schoen, L. Kruszew-
ski, W. Urbanowski, and the represen-
tatives of the latest emigration — Ignacy

! Ibidem.

Matuszewski?>, Waciaw Jkdrzejewicz®
and Henryk Froyar-Rajchman* from the
New York environment.’

On January 11" 1942, on the confe-
rence of Polish Unionists®, Andrew Bie-
miller, a special delegate of the Office
of Production Management — Direction
of Labor of Washington «heatedly appe-
aled to emotions of the Polish workmen
towards their Homeland. He also argued
that the US were fighting and would be
fighting for Poland, which after the vic-
tory had to be free and powerful again,
as the Polish nation deserved it through
its suffering and immense sacrifice and
heroism of its soldiers. It should be no-
ted that the conference appointed the Po-
lish-American Council of Trade Unions
which extended a resolution to Gen.
Wiadysiaw Sikorski, the Prime Minister
of the Polish Government in London,
which read, among other things: «As the
American citizens of Polish descent, we

2 The treasurer of the II Republic of Poland, dip-
lomat.

3 A polish military and navy attachii in Tokyo,
director of the administrative and consular depart-
ments of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, underse-
cretary of state in the Treasury of II RP. Since 1941
in USA. In 1942, one of the founders of NCAPD
and in 1943 — the Pilsudski Institute in America ba-
sed in New York. Since 1944 a member of its coun-
cil and since 1947 — vice president of the board. Cf.
Parlamentarzymci RP. Sys. No. 000000406.

4 Vice minister and minister of the industry and
commerce, member of parliament of II RP, IV term.

> W. Zacharasiewicz, Etos niepodlegiorsciowy
Polonii  Amerykacskiej, Oficyna  Wydawnicza
»Rytm”, Stowarzyszenie ,,Wspylnota Polska”, War-
saw 2005, p. 23.

5 Unionists — the members of the trade union inc-
luding union of bakers, farmers, steelworkers, tailors
and packers. According to the statement by J. Lich-
niak, S. Ibliwa, J. Dorwalski, J. Pyziak i J. Stefacski
— heads or representatives of the mentioned unions,
during the meeting in Consulate General in Chicago,
the unions associated a total of 300,000 Polish wor-
kers. Cf. AAN, AIH, MZS, Central organization of
Poles abroad, sygn. 122, 0. 415.
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express our trust in the Prime Minister
of Poland and the commander in chief
of the Polish Army, Gen. Wiadysiaw
Sikorkski, on the occasion of the agre-
ement between Poland and the Soviet
Russia, our fraternal nation, with which
the geographical position of Poland and
a political sense requires an agreeable
coexistence. We condemn any assaults
on the Polish Government in London on
the side of the scarce Sanation and Na-
tional Democracy movements, members
of which still dream of the long gone
slavery of the workpeople of Poland'».

On March 23 1942, Dr. Karol Ripa,
Polish Consul General in Chicago, in an
extensive document addressed to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in London
wrote, among other things, that the pre-
sident of the Polish Americans, being in-
vited by Mrs. Roosevelt, attended a me-
eting with a hundred high officials. In
his speech, the President stressed that
the Polish Americans Council stands to
protect Poland in every direction?.»

On June 30" 1942, the Polish Con-
sulate General in Chicago informed the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in London
about the statement by the President of
Polish Americans regarding the first an-
niversary of the Polish-Soviet pact, in
which Franciszek Hbwietlik stated that
«the Polish Americans Council supports
and will be supporting the policy of the
Polish Government in London as re-
gards the Soviet Russia.» Another pas-
sage of the statement is also important:
«The pact was historically necessary
and was dictated by the reason of state,
which, as far as fundamental questions

! Ibidem, o. 432, 442. Dokument signed by
J. Pyzik, the president and M. Stefacski, secretary.
2 Ibidem, o. 353.

go, should always prevail over the sug-
gestions of the aching heart. There are
moments, in which both personal and
general grievances should be forgotten
for the higher and more remote goals to
be achieved: for the future wellbeing of
the Nation. It is the wellbeing and future
of the Polish Nation that drove General
Sikorski when he signed the Act on be-
half of the Polish Government.3«

On September 11" 1942, Americans
of Polish descent living in Los Angeles,
CA, gathering on the third anniversary
of the treacherous Nazi Germany inva-
sion of Poland expressed their deepest
respect and admiration for the Polish
Nation. Moreover, their pledged to pro-
vide help in the fight against the enemies
of the humankind until the victory is re-
ached*.

On October 17" and 18" 1942, the
third convention of the Polish Ame-
ricans Council took place in Buffalo.
179 delegates attended, representing the
central Polish organizations in USA, di-
stricts of the council and Polish press. It
is worth noting that it was the first time
the convention was largely attended by
the Polish Roman Catholic clergy — 58
priests including most notably Bishop
Wormiacki. Moreover, the convention
was attended by 26 representatives of
the national Church and the editor of
«Gios Ludowy» seen by the convention
as the representative of the communist
party?®.

The convention appointed the Pre-
sidium of the Council, which included:

3 Ibidem, o. 315, 316. The cited document and
the appendix was sent on behalf of the consulate by
Dr.. Kipa, the consul general.

4 Ibidem, 0. 217. Resolution signed by F. Daniel-
ski, the president of the proceedings.

*Ibidem, 0. 259.
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Franciszek X. Ibwietlik, the President,
HM Bp. Wonmnicki, vice president (De-
troit), Honorata Woiowska, vice presi-
dent (Chicago) — Association of Polish
Women, Dr. Teofil Starzycski, vice pre-
sident (Pittsburgh), president of the Po-
lish Falconers Association, Kazimierz
Miodowicz, attorney, vice president,
(Chicago), syndic of the Polish Natio-
nal Association, Jan Olejniczak, tre-
asurer, (Chicago), president of the Po-
lish Roman Catholic Union of America,
Wojciech Soska, general secretary (Chi-
cago), president of the Polish Educatio-
nal Society'.

The adopted resolution expressed
gratitude to Franklin D. Roosevelt for
his attitude towards Poland, for recogni-
zing Poland’s contribution and most of
all for the words: «<POLAND SHALL
RISE AGAIN».

The deepest recognition was also ad-
dressed to the Polish Government with
President Wiadysiaw Raczkiewicz and
Prime Minister Gen. Wiadysiaw Sikor-
ski, for the worthy, practical and prudent
leadership and defense of the Polish Na-
tion.

The resolution contained an appeal
for «the highest possible effort and sa-
crifice for the war to be won, because
the freedom and future not only of the
United States but of the whole world de-
pended on it, as well as the freedom, in-
dependence and security of the Mother-
land — Poland?.»

It should be added that during the
convention, the president of the council,
while delivering his report, stated: «that

'Tbidem, o. 270.

2 Ibidem, o. 98-101.Resolution signed by: Ka-
rol Rozmarek, Jan J. Olejniczak, Col. Dr. Teofil
A. Starzycski, Wojciech S. Soska, Father Walenty
Teciaw i Dr. Jan Dziura.

the Polish Americans stand firmly by
the Government of Prime Minister Si-
korski», which was enthusiastically re-
ceived by the convention and today one
can safely conclude that the percentage
of the Polish Americans in the opposi-
tion is minimal.®

The content of the mentioned docu-
ment was of paramount importance to
the Polish Government in London, be-
cause, in particular, it showed the con-
nection and support of broad circles of
Polish Americans for the authorities in
exile, as well as the recognition of the
work of the highest authorities of the co-
untry. There is another aspect of the do-
cument, namely the declaration of the
President of the United States that «Po-
land needs to be resurrected», which
was addressed to the members of the
Polish Americans Council, and thro-
ugh their agency to all the Poles in the
world. It is therefore not surprising that
the words were received with great en-
thusiasm and hope.

The support of the Polish Americans
for the Motherland was also expressed
by the rally that took place on December
20th 1942 in Detroit, in the Masonic Tem-
ple. Reporting on this important event the
following day, «Dziennik Polski» «em-
phasized the forceful declaration by the
Prime Minister regarding the matter of the
eastern border of Poland». The same new-
spaper, in the issue of December 29", re-
ports following the a telegraphic agency
that «according to London, Poland needs
first to agree with Russia before it can gain
the support of the Allies*».

% Ibidem, o. 272. Information from the report
of Dr. Kipa

4 AAN, AIH, MZS, Polish diplomatic outposts,
sygn. 55, 0. 1326.
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A vast collection of correspondence
materials regarding the Polish Ame-
ricans issue is found in the files no.
800/42/0, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
ref. no. 123 Hoover Institute Archives.

The documentation dates back to
1943, but the descriptions contain in-
formation from previous years as well,
and what is most important, pertaining
to particular Polish organization in the
US. Therefore, for a researcher of the hi-
story of Poles living in the US and their
relations with the Motherland the files
are priceless, considering the fact they
were prepared by the diplomats and re-
presentatives of the Polish Government.
The files include documents describing
Polish organizations and press articles
of 1943-1944.

The first document states that the Po-
lish Trade Union existed in USA in 1942,
presided at the time by Leon Krzywicki,
while the council of the union in Chi-
cago was headed by Mr. Pyzik'.

There is an important reason for
which I am mentioning the document. It
contains information regarding the atti-
tude towards Poland of a member of one
of the most important social organiza-
tions. Leon Krzywicki, was heard say-
ing that he would be seeking audience
with President Roosevelt, during which
he intended to describe Prime Minister
Stanisiaw Mikoiajczyk in very positive
terms.

The author of the document, Dr. Ka-
rol Lipa, the Polish Consul General in
Chicago reported to Ciechanowski, the
Polish Ambassador in Washington, that
«Krzywicki proposed that I bring into
being a committee, consisting of influ-
ential people, mainly Polish Americans,

' AAN, ATH, MZS, sygn. 123, o. 4.

which would offer Prime Minister com-
prehensive assistance in all the fields he
deems necessary, and assistance with
the Polish matter wherever it is requ-
ired, that is, mainly with shaping both
liberal and conservative opinions in fa-
vor of Poland and winning over promi-
nent American figures and initiating ac-
tion for securing peace®».

On February 6" 1943, Stanisiaw
Angerman, Polish Consul in Detroit
sent the Ministry of Information and
Documentation in London a review of
Polish American press, in which he re-
ports that in the previous days the Po-
lish American press was addressing the
problems of the borders of Poland. The
mentioned document cites «Dziennik
Polski» of February 18" 1943, which
contained an extensive article of Tade-
usz Bielecki, the leader of national de-
mocrats, who once again «discussed
the issue of Polish borders. On behalf
of his political party Bielecki states that
«several times during the ongoing war,
the National Party stated in its princi-
pal addresses a general stance that the
main goal of the policy of the govern-
ment in exile is to fight for the territory
of the Polish state. The National Party
demands that the internal affairs not be
discussed on the London ground amidst
international squabbles, and that all the
attention be focused on the issue of re-
construction, leaving the political, so-
cial and economic system to be decided
upon by the state. In the broad article
the author defines in detail how far the
borders of Poland should reach, in or-

2 AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, o. 7, 8. Beside
handing the cited declaration, L. Krzywicki expres-
sed his wish to become a member of the commit-
tee to serve the Polish government with all of his
persona.
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der to prevent a similar catastrophe in
the future.'

On February 27" 193, Dr. Karol
Ripa, Polish Consul General in Chicago
informed the Ministry of Foreign Affa-
irs in Londong that «Polish Americans
through the agency of their central in-
stitution, the Polish Americans Council,
and additionally the Syndicate of Po-
lish Journalists in America and the As-
sociation of Polish Women declared be-
fore me their willingness to engage in a
far reaching assistance to the Polish Go-
vernment in its current discussions with
the Soviet Government regarding the
eastern borders.’«

The paper attached to the mentioned
document listed particular undertakings
that might be carried out by the Council.
Considering the significance of the pro-
blem, I am citing the whole of it: «The
president of the Council remarked that
the council is ready to undertake follo-
wing steps: 1/ address a memorial to the
White House and the American figures
indicated by the Polish Government, 2/
initiate a press campaign on the whole
territory of the US, 3/ pass a resolution
on the matter, the text of which would
be sent to the Polish, American and in-
ternational press, 4/ in the event of rece-
iving instructions, the Council is ready
to organize protest rallies against the le-
anings of the Soviet Government®».

It should be emphasized that the
steps taken by the council were not in-
spired by the Polish side, which is pro-
ven by the fact that they were made fol-

' AAN, AIH, MZS, Polish diplomatic outposts,
sygn. 55, 0. 1331-1333.

2AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, 0. 29.

3 AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, o. 30. The docu-
ment marked with a no. T-49-Sow-6 and tagged «top
secrety

lowing the publication of a message in
the bulletin of the Soviet Embassy in
Washington, the correspondence from
London regarding the statement of the
Polish Government and the declaration
of City Council in London, which was
also mentioned by the press on Febru-
ary 271 1943.

Talking to the consul, the vice presi-
dent of the council, Mrs. Woiowska sta-
ted that «any action involving the mat-
ter is advisable, except for the protest
rallies since they would be turning the
American public against the ally — So-
viet Russiay.

The Syndicate of Polish Journali-
sts, through the agency of its president,
asked for clarification of «how far the
press campaign regarding the eastern
borders should go and asked for instruc-
tions whether a decisive anti-Soviet ac-
tion could be initiated. He remarked that
the attitudes among the Journalists Syn-
dicate regarding the issue were quite ra-
dical and that the Syndicate believed
that, at that moment, it was the duty of
Polish Americans to throw heavy weight
into the scale and spare no effort in figh-
ting off the assault on the Polish terri-
tory by our eastern neighbor.*«

On the conference of the Polish Na-
tional Alliance, in Cleveland, on April
3" and 4" 1943, a resolution was passed
which preceded the incoming 29" co-
nvention of the organization and was the
alternative to the official program of the

+ AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, 0. 31. The docu-
ment shows Dr. Kipa adding that the council Polish
Americans and all centers of the Polish organizations
will do anything the Polish government requires in
the mentioned matter. It is also noted that the presi-
dent of the council is willing to go to Washington in
relation to the matters discussed in both documents,
under the condition that he is summoned by the Am-
bassador.
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authorities of the Alliance to be presen-
ted on the convention.

From the perspective of the subject
of this paper, the most important pas-
sage, which was at the same time pro-
posed as the motto of the convention,
was as follows: «The land of our People
shall never be surrendered! We will not
allow for the Land of our Fathers and
Grandfathers to be diminished within its
borders'«

On April 12 1943, the board of the
Polish Roman Catholic Union discus-
sed, on its plenary session, the pro-
blem of «the Soviet government im-
peratively claiming rights to half of
Poland, including cities of Lvov, Tar-
nopol, Stanisiawyw, Vilnius, Biaiystok,
Nowogrydek and Polesie.» Considering
the above, the board of the Union «deci-
ded that the stance of the Soviet govern-
ment and the communist press in the
US is aggressive and is causing dishar-
mony within the common efforts of the
United Nations aimed at defeating Ger-
many, Japan and Italy and the barbarian
conduct of the German authorities viola-
tes all Christian principles and disgraces
humankind.»

The above considerations were the
basis of the resolution addressed to Pre-

' AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, o. 86-90. The
conferences attendees included: W. Cytacji of De-
troit, S. Jodzieski of Cleveland, J. Habuda of Young-
stown, Ohio, Dr. M. W. Wieczorek of Chicago, Cz.
Jukaszkiewicz, editor of ,,Ameryka Echo”, F. Ja-
nuszewski, publisher of the Detroit ,,Dziennik Pol-
ski”, J. A. Kurdziel, co-publisher of ,,Wiadomomci
Codzienne” in Cleveland, Z. B. Dybowski, edi-
tor of ,,Wiadomomci Codzienne”, S. Trojanow-
ski, journalist of Detroit, F. Barxk, editor of Chicago
Przysziomx”, Cpt. S. A. Gutkowski, of Puiawski
Foundation, J. Romaszkiewicz, E. Jaworek of Mas-
sachusetts, H. Nowak of Chicago. The list of the at-
tendees taken from the paper by the Polish Consul in
Pittsburgh. In 1942 the Polish National Alliance ce-
lebrated its 62" anniversary.

sident Roosevelt, the congressmen and
senators and to the press as well. I am
citing the most important passage of the
document: The board to the Polish Ro-
man Catholic Union «expresses great
hope that the United States together
with England and other United Nations
shall defy the designs of both their foes
and allies, who today, or in the future,
should attempt to seize foreign land and
cause the disquiet of fighting and war
for achieving their own goals®.»

On May 16™ 1943, the resolution of
the local convention of the VIII district
of the Polish National Alliance (an orga-
nization consisting of 30 thousand mem-
bers) which preceded the national co-
nvention, included a passage referring to
the eastern borders of Poland. The rele-
vant text was as follows: «as the Ameri-
can citizens of Polish descent we hereby
declare, that Poland, which was the first
to resist Hitler in his plans to conquer
the world and is still fighting a heroic
war within the ranks of Free Nations,
deserves proper respect and recognition
of its borders from before 1939 inclu-
ding East Prussia. Hence we appeal to
the government of the Unites States of
America for it to be a genuine advocate
of the Polish Nation and Poland®».

It was an important statement, espe-
cially so since it was adopted before the
president of the union, Kazimierz Roz-
miarka.

On June 3 1943, the Polish Ambas-
sador in the US, J. Ciechanowski infor-

2 AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, 0. 59-61. The in-
formation from the letter by Dr. Kipa, Polish Consul
General in Chicago, no. T. 49-So0-SZ-58, addressed
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in London.

3 AAN, ATH, MZS, sygn. 123, 0. 95. The people
mentioned at the end of the resolutions as the authors
were: J. Filipowicz, K. Wojtanowski, A. Borkowska,
T. M. Kortz and F. H. Szymczak.
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med the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
London that «some American political
circles voiced concerns whether Polish
Americans, majority of whom suppor-
ted the democratic party and President
Roosevelt, would still be in favor of the
party and the President considering the
lack of evidence that the American go-
vernment defended Polish interests, but
seemingly — at least on the outside —
supported Soviet Russia'».

On June 5™ 1943, the communist we-
ekly «Gios Ludowy» in a constant direct
contact with the Moscow «Wolna Pol-
ska»? informed that a group of Polish
Americans expressed their confirma-
tion and compliance with the statement
of professor Oskar Lange of Columbia
University, which was announced in re-
lation to the Soviet-Polish dispute and
was published in the «New York Herald
Tribune» on April 29" 1943. The text of
the statement of Polish Americans from
New Jersey was as follows: «We the un-
dersigned, members of the Polish orga-
nizations and trade unions, touched and
alarmed by the requests of the Polish
government in exile (original spelling)
AW’s note) counter to the interests of
the Polish people, breaking the unity of
the United Nations, confirm and support
the stance presented in the statementy.

«At the same time the undersigned
agree the only ones to be held respon-
sible for the breaking are the suppor-
ters of Hitler inside the Polish govern-
ment which in no way expresses the
true feelings of the majority of the Po-
lish people, who are fighting for uncon-
ditional surrender of the Axis powersy.
The document was signed by: Joseph

"AAN, AIH, MZS, Polish diplomatic outposts,
sygn. 54, 0. 217.
2 Tbidem, o. 103.

Psolka, Jean Kobylicski, J. C. Aleksan-
der, George Gocski, Stanley Sztaba,
John Hrabal, Stanley Krzywonos, Laura
Niebergall, Walter Jegielski, Alfons
Kobylicski, Bronislaw Wojkowski, Hu-
bert Obarski, Joseph Kaster, J. Liniew-
ski, Tony Gniewek, Adam Lutkowski,
J. Krasowski, F. Jukaszewicz, A. Jac-
kowski, C. Demkowski, Maria Wojkow-
ska, K. Wasilewski, Walter Felicski and
Julia Jukaszewicz®.

With a great deal of probability it
might be concluded that the above sup-
porters of various organizations in re-
ality represented associations or unions
which considering the number of its
members are described in political
science as «sofa» associations.

To prove the above, it might be men-
tioned that the protest addressed to the
Polish President regarding the German
persecution of Polish children of Sep-
tember 26" 1943, contained the signatu-
res of the members of following women
organizations: Association of Polish
Women in America (5500 female mem-
bers), Polish National Alliance (5000
female members), the Polish Roman
Catholic Union (7000 female mem-
bers), Polish Women Relief Commit-
tee (500 female members), League of
Polish Affairs (2000 female members),
Polish Women Charity Union (250 fe-
male members), Polish Women’s Au-
xiliary Corps (1000 female members),
Mercantile Women Association (110 fe-
male members), Federation of the Polish
American Youth (300 female members),

3 AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, o. 1374, 1380,
1381. The signatories of the document represen-
ted among others: Polish American Civil Club, As-
sociation of the Sons of Poland, Polish Educational
Club, International Workingmen’s Union, St. Tho-
mas Union, Polish Working-class Relief Fund , Po-
lish Ladies Club.
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Maritime League (1000 female mem-
bers), Soldier’s Friends Center (2000 fe-
male members), Polish Falcon Associa-
tion (2000 female members).

Additionally, the analysis of the ar-
chives related to Polish Americans al-
lows a conclusion that the other repre-
sentatives had the support of a limited
number of people.

Thus, the initiators of the above pro-
posal were a numerically heavy group,
which — at least so it seems — represen-
ted a minor circle of Poles, if not only
their own interests. It is also possible
that such actions were supported by the
official representatives of the diplomatic
corps of USSR in USA.

On June 8" 1943, J. Ciechanowski,
the Polish Ambassador in USA thro-
ugh the agency of the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs in London, informed the
Headquarters of the Polish Army in the
East that the council of Polish Ameri-
cans assigned funds for the purchase of
books for the Polish Army in the East'.

The above fact was mentioned be-
cause it is an indirect evidence of the
support of the Polish Government in
Exile, considering, among others, the
Sikorski-Majski agreement with the So-
viets and its implementation in practice.

On June 27" 1943, the Polish Ro-
man Catholic Union in America, the se-
cond largest Polish organization in the
US, celebrated its 70" anniversary. The
number of its members amounted to
over 150 thousand and it was headed by
President Jan Olejniczak, and its secre-
tary general was Stefan S. Grabowski.
Reporting to the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs in London on the celebration, the
Consul General in Chicago noted that

' AAN, AIH, MZS, Polish diplomatic outposts,
sygn. 54, 0. 221.

the archbishop Samuel Stritch, speaking
on behalf of the American clergy decla-
red «their far reaching readiness to as-
sist Poland in its current situation and
their belief that the merits of Poland for
the world throughout the millennium are
too great for it not to be able finish the fi-
ght strong and victorious®».

From the perspective of the subject
of this paper it is important to also di-
scuss the «top secret» report on the talks
that took place on July 24" and 251943
between the Polish Consul in Chicago,
and the advisor of the American govern-
ment on the Polish Americans, the em-
ployee of the Office of War Information
and the publisher of the «Opportunity»
magazine — Adam Kulikowksi, in his es-
tate in Virginia. A record of the talks in-
cludes the following: «A. Kulikowski
(...) let me in on a number of issues re-
lated to internal affairs of the American
Government in which he is involved. He
informed me about the attitude of those
circles towards Polish Americans; he
tried to explain in detail his actions as
far as the issues of the eastern borders of
Poland and the Polish-Soviet relations
are concerned®»

In another document the consul
explains what his collocutor meant by
talking about his attitude towards Po-
land. «Mr. Kulikowski is of the opi-
nion that debating the issue of the Polish
eastern borders in the press and in public
meetings is according to American au-
thorities turning the United States aga-
inst one of the allies which consequently
may diminish the common effort of the
allies to defeat Hitler. He believes that

2 AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, o. 55, 56, 64.
Samuel Stritch was at the time the archbishop in
Chicago.

¥ AAN, ATH, MZS, sygn. 123, 0. 7, 8, 39.
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the issues should be discussed through
direct correspondence or talks between
the chief instances of the Polish Ame-
ricans organizations and American go-
vernment representatives and not thro-
ugh public rally resolutions and press
articles. In his opinion, if Poland was
accused of turning the Polish Americans
against Russia it would discourage the
US and would risk being suspected of
inciting disagreements, disregarding the
general interests of the Allies and con-
sidering only its own benefits. On the
other hand, Mr. Kulikowski believes
that when the scales visibly tip in the US
and the Allies favor, the Polish issue will
resurface on its own and then America
will use all of its might to support Po-
land in the Polish-Soviet conflict'»

On August 15" and 16" 1943, the XV
Convention of the Polish Women Asso-
ciation took place in Cleveland under
the auspices of The Holy Family. The
organization, established on Decem-
ber 8" 1913 and consisting of around
6000 members, appointed its leaders
during the proceedings — the president

! Ibidem, o. 19, 20, 40-45. The role that Mr. Ku-
likowski played in the Polish issue is difficult to
judge today, even more so because one of the frag-
ments of the cited document shows that several we-
eks before meeting the consul he hosted Oskar Lange
in Virginia, and the part summarizing the visit the
consul writes:”I did not get the impression that Mr.
Kulikowski is consciously trying to hamper the Po-
lish matter, but there is no doubt that his emotions
gravitate towards Soviet Russia, whom he is trying
to help.” It should be also noted that the report gi-
ves and opinion on NCAPD stated by Mr. Kulikow-
ski, who supposedly said (pic. 41): “NCAPD is con-
sidered by the American government to be a fascist
organization and Col. Matuszewski is despised wi-
thin their circles to the point that his every article and
appearance are closely watched. Mr. Kulikowski be-
lieves that the action of NCAPD as far as its relation
to the Polish government is considered, especially in
the past, and to some point even today, is remarkably
harmful to the Polish case.”

Franciszka Tesny and secretary general
A. C. Pletta. The association had its own
weekly magazine «Jednomx Polek» and
quite good financial condition?. The re-
solution adopted by the attendees of the
convention mentions the love of the Ho-
meland and the people oppressed by the
enemy but it does not clearly address the
already known information regarding
the subordination of the Polish eastern
lands from before 1939 by the Soviets.

Between September 19" and 26"
1942, a convention of the Polish Natio-
nal Alliance took place in Boston, at-
tended by around 1000 people, mostly
Americans of Polish descent. It was the
biggest Polish American organization at
that time. It consisted of about 300 tho-
usand members and its official organ
was the weekly «Zgoday.

The postulates for the convention
were prepared by the F. X. Ibwietlik, the
censor of the union. One of the paragra-
phs referred to the most important issue
pertaining to the Polish reason of state:
«Poland is now going through a phase of
difficult test. It is at a turning point of its
history and it needs to consolidate all of
its powers and resources. The Polish na-
tions resist Nazis and the polish air force
and navy skirmishes daily with the hor-
des of Hitler. In such an important mo-
ment all Polish Americans need to unify
and unanimously support the activity
of the legitimate Polish Government
in London lead by President Raczkie-
wicz and gen. Sikorski® which strives

2 AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, o. 33, 34. Infor-
mation on the convention was passed to the Polish
Embassy by Heliodor Sztarak, Polish Consul in Pitts-
burgh.

% The postulates were written on June 1% 1942,
when the Prime Minister post was filled by Sikorski,
who died on July 4" 1943, that is during the cam-
paign preceding the convention
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to reinstate democracy on Polish terri-
tory according to the noble recommen-
dations of the Atlantic Charter outlined
by President Roosevelt!».

In the pre-reporting period the le-
aders of the union included, among
others: Karol Rozmarek, the president,
J. S. Swierczycski, the chairman of the

development committee, Stanisiaw
Basicski, the chief executive of the
union.

The attendees of the convention re-
ceived congratulations letters from the
Polish President Wiadysiaw Raczkie-
wicz? and the Prime Minister of the Po-
lish Government in Exile®, Stanisiaw
Mikolajczyk, and the Polish state was
represented by Jan Ciechowski, the
Polish Ambassador in the US, who ad-
dressed the convention on the opening
day pointing out that the proceedings
were taking place at the turning point
for all the world adding that «in this fi-
nal phase of the war, the fate of Poland
was at stake.» Significant words were
also contained in the last paragraph of
the address: «(...) Poland has the right
to expect — if not the active support of
all of her sons, then at least the silence
of those who for any purposes, perso-
nal ambitions or private grievances are
not able to appreciate with whole their
hearts her difficult situation and sup-
port those whom she deemed suitable
to interpret her soul and aspirations to
the world in a time when it is not po-

' AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, 0. 128.

2 Ibidem, 0. 129. In his address o the conven-
tion, the Polish president noted that “the resolutions
passed by the biggest organization of Polish Ameri-
cans reflect its attitude to both their most important
problems and to the Polish Motherland, especially
during the hard time of war being fought by Unites
States and Poland against the common enemy.”

3Ibidem, o. 128.

ssible for the entire Nation to be he-
ard*.

It is noteworthy that the convention
was also attended, among others, by the
governor of Rhode Island, J. Joward
McGrath, who said at the end of his ad-
dress: «the right of Poland to the entirety
of its prewar territory is so holy and le-
gitimate, that America should not only
defend it but also fight for it if it was ne-
cessary’y.

On October 27" 1943, consul gene-
ral Ripa informed the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs in London that two poli-
tical factions were created in Chicago:
the Polish People’s Party was formed in
August and was named «the Association
of the Polish People and Friends of the
Polish Countryside». Stanisiaw Mermer
was assigned the president of the fac-
tion. The party consisted at the time of
30 members; in September, the Polish
Socialist Party was also established in
Chicago and was leaded by Jan Kudeiko
as the secretary general. The Consul
General in Chicago added that «Polish
Americans are rather reluctant to we-
Icome the formation of political parties
in the US and both in the press and at the
meetings during the unofficial talks they
clearly emphasize their links to the two
main American political parties: the De-
mocratic and the Republican party and
the issues of the Polish parties are beco-
ming less important to them®».

On May 18" 194,3 the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs reported that on 14" of

4 Ibidem, o. 73-77.

> Ibidem, o. 72. The information taken from
the letter by J. Ciechanowski, Polish Ambassador
in USA to the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
marked with a no. 299/SZ-71.

b Ibidem, o. 18. The «top secret» note was also
received by the Polish embassy and Consulates in
USA
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May of that year a meeting convened by
the Regional Committee of the Polish
American section of the International
Workingmen’s Association took place
in New York and was attended by aro-
und 150 people. The article of professor
Oskar Lange was read at the meeting
and the editor of «Gios Ludowy» gave a
communist speech praising Wanda Wa-
silewska and colonel Berling who was
also sent a tributary telegram, allegedly
on behalf of the Polish Americans'.

Another attempt by the left-wing or-
ganizations to win support for the Po-
lish communist activities, which in my
opinion equaled agreeing on the eastern
borders of Poland, was reported by the
Polish Ambassador in USA, Sylwester
Strakacz, the authorized minister and
the Polish Consul General in New York,
who, in a document of June 25" 1943,
stated that on June 20" a meeting of Po-
lish communists took place in the Na-
tional House in New York, attended by
around 250 people. According to the
Consul, «the number included 40 re-
presentatives of the local Polish Ameri-
cans uncompromisingly hostile towards
the communist action, who attended the
meeting to hamper possible resolutions
or to prevent the banner being dedica-
ted to the so called Komciuszko’s Divi-
sion in USSR?.

The document cites Mr. Copert, the
editor of «Gios Ludowy» of Detroit, to
be the leader of Polish communists in
USA. It also contains unconfirmed in-

! Ibidem, o. 22. The document addressed to the
Ministry of Information and Documentation in Lon-
don. The archive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
includes a wire by the Consul General in New York
notifying the ministry about the event — pictures 23-
26, signed «Strakacz 302.

2Ibidem, o. 19, 20.

formation that the banner dedicated to
Russia was funded by two left-wing Po-
lish women organizations of New Jersey
and Philadelphia®.

On May 11" 1944, Prime Minister
Stanisiaw Mikoiajczyk, through the
agency of Tadeusz Romer, the minister
of foreign affairs, sent Ambassador Cie-
chanowski a telegram addressed ma-
inly to the Poles in USA. The wire re-
ads, among others: «Since the horrible
September days of 1939 we have been
waiting for your response. We strongly
believed that in your well-tested orga-
nizations: the Polish National Alliance,
the Polish Roman Catholic Union, the
Association of Polish Women in Ame-
rica, the Falconers and Scouts, the Po-
lish Educational Society, the Union of
Polish Technicians, the Union of Po-
lish Merchants, the Trade Unions, Pro-
fessional Bodies, Parish, Cultural, Eco-
nomic, Political and other unions, the
press editing offices, private homes
and families and most of all the hearts
Americans, in whose veins the Polish
blood flows — we could expect your co-
operation. (...) We now count on your
support; we hope you will not allow for
Poland — which was recently called by
the great American President Roose-
velt — the Inspiration of Nations — to
pay the costs of the war with its ancient
eastern lands. Do not let the bloodsta-
ined and martyred Polish homeland of
Komciuszko, Paderewski, Mickiewicz,
Siowacki, St Andrzej Bobola, Trau-
gutt, Orzeszkowa, Rodziewiczywna,
Piisudski and such cities as Lvov, Vil-
nius, Krzemieniec and Grodno to be se-
vered from Poland*».

3 Ibidem.
4 Ibidem, o. 404-407.
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Between 28" and 30™ of May 1944,
2500 delegates of 22 states representing
1063 organizations including 700 pari-
shes brought into being - as they called
it — a permanent initiative of the Polish
American Congress. The first leadership
of the newly established organization
included: the president: Karol Rozma-
rek, the president of the Polish National
Alliance, the vice presidents: Honorata
Woiowska, the president of the Associa-
tion of Polish Women in America, Mak-
symilian Wkgrzynek, the president of
NCAPD, Dr. Teofil Starzycski, presi-
dent of the Polish Falconers union, Fran-
ciszek Januszewski, editor of «Dziennik
Polski» in Detroit, Jan Mikuta, the tre-
asurer of Polish scouts and a social ac-
tivist; the treasurer — Jan Olejniczak,
the president of the Polish Roman Ca-
tholic Union and the secretary general —
Stanisiaw Gutowski, the director of the
Puiawksi Foundation.

The congress included, among
others, the addresses of the following:
Senator James M. Mead, a New York
democrat who «expressed his belief
that the debt to Poland would be repaid.
There is hope that with the assistance of
Great Britain and the US the Polish-So-
viet conflict would be favorably reso-
lved'».

Bolesiaw J. Monkiewicz, the mem-
ber of the Congress and the representa-
tive of New Britain «demanded justice
for Poland». He furthermore stated that
deprivation of land equals deprivation
of existence, and a permanent peace co-
uld not be reconciled with the denial of a
right of handling internal affairs without
the pressure of the outside states?».

! Ibidem, o. 743.
2 Ibidem, o. 743.

The importance of the Congress is
emphasized by the fact the attendees re-
ceived a wire from President Franklin
D. Roosevelt, from the Authorities of
the Eastern Land District in Jerusalem
and beside that, the guest speakers inc-
luded: J. J. Kelly, the mayor of Buffalo
and Jan J. Dingell, the member of the
Congress, a democrat from Chicago.

An important element of the pro-
ceedings, both for the members of the
Congress, and for all the Poles in the
world, was passing a manifesto directed
to the President of the US, in which the
delegates, referring to the historical rela-
tionship between Poles and Americans,
at the same time pointed out that «Uni-
ted States are morally responsible for
the actions of their allies and that the oc-
cupation of Poland would only be a pre-
lude to further aggression, as the occu-
pation of Rhineland was the first act of
the German aggression.» It was also ad-
ded that «the Congress requests the Pre-
sident not to allow the United States be-
ing dragged into any scheming against
Poland®».

Beside the above document, upon
the motion of Mrs. Kuropatwa, the vice
president of the Polish Falconers union
in America*, a manifesto addressed to
the fighting country was passed which
read: We, the Americans of Polish de-
scent, with a deep sense of fulfilling our
public duty and understanding of the
common fate of all the nations cheri-
shing freedom send you — the Brothers

®Ibidem, 0. 744, 763, 764.

4 According to W. Zacharasiewicz — Polish Fal-
coners in America stem ideologically from the Gym-
nastic Association «Sokyi» which was created af-
ter the January Uprising on Eastern Malopolska and
since 1867 acted mainly in Lvov and Cracow. Cf. W.
Zacharasiewicz, op. cit., p. 101.
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fighting in the Country — our solemn as-
surance that according to our rights and
as far as our strengths allow we shall fi-
ght for the American ideals expressed in
the Atlantic Charter, for the recognition
of the principle «The law above the vio-
lence» and for the principle to be applied
in the proper commitments for the sake
of the equality of all free nations, the re-
cognition of the sacrifice, the reparation
of the damages through the triumph of
justice, for the victory of democracy, the
secure future of the world and the secu-
rity of America'.

The message published after the
Congress by the Presidium also stres-
sed that it was convened mainly to sup-
port Poland and its territorial inviola-
bility, because the partition of Poland
is an insult to the American sense of
justice and integrity. Additionally, the
Polish Americans’ stance on the Po-
lish issue was presented in the memo-
rial addressed to President Roosevelt,
which read: «Seizing and keeping the
Polish lands by the trespassing Russian
army would be a fait accompli, which
would disturb the future of Europe and
would be a complete negation of mo-
rality and justice». The cited document
also states that: «Subjugation of half of
Poland would be a serious iniquity. Po-
land was of great service to the US. Po-
land has the right to be free, indepen-
dent and for its territorial integrity to
be retained. It has earned the right to
appeal to the US for its rights to be sa-
feguarded and deserves the privilege of
shaping the future as an equally right-
ful member among the nations fighting
beside America».

! Ibidem, o. 738.
2 Ibidem, o. 738, 739.

The congress enthusiastically re-
ceived the content of the letter from
the Council of Lithuanian Americans,
which sent its greetings and ensured its
«total support for a decisive resolve of
the Polish nation to defeat the enemy
and reinstate an independent country, li-
berated from the present reign and wil-
ling to cooperated amicably with its ne-
ighbors on the stabilization of postwar
Europe and maintaining world peace®».

During the congress, many voices
could be heard saying it had been «sta-
ged» by the Polish government and its
representatives, which was supposed
to discredit the significance of the con-
gress.

[lustrations of such reasoning co-
uld be found in press articles. For exam-
ple: T. Dombrowski, an activist of
«Kosciuszko’s League», attacked the
congress of Polish Americans in a «Da-
ily Worker» issue of May 21* for their
disloyalty to the US and their connec-
tions with the isolationists (republican
lead).

«Detroit Times» of May 30" doubted
that the loyalty to United States could be
reconciled with the love of Poland».

«Detroit News» of May 30" as well,
believed that the Polish Government
would not return home, that Great Bri-
tain was already withdrawing its support
and that United States should be doing
the same.

The British daily press was domi-
nated by short pieces of news (e.g. «Ti-
mes» and «Daily Expressy»). «News
Chronicle» stressed the «anti-Rusian
character».

Whereas the «Observer» published
an article entitled «Polish Extremists’

3 Ibidem, o. 741.
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Anti-Roosevelt Move fails». The article
was described as an «attack on the anti-
-Russian activity of NCAPD, the mem-
bers of the Congress of Polish descent
and alleged ties to the reactionary Ame-
rican groups. The correspondent stres-
sed the alleged address against democra-
tic authorities and concluded that «the
Congress does not represent the opinion
of Polish Americans, that their number
is not quite significant and that the Con-
gress did not take any action. Hence the
disappointmenty.

«Reynolds Newsy treated the Con-
gress issue as a background to stating
that the Soviets still demanded the Cur-
zon line and that the journey of father
Orleacski' had a great impact on the Po-
lish and American opinion. The con-
gress was supposedly convened to erase
those influences?.

The appeal of the Prime Minister of
the Polish Government in Exile was not
left without response. For example, the
plenary session of the XVII District of
the Polish Americans Council passed a
resolution on October 29" 1944 which
read, among others: «Long live the Free
and Independent Poland within the bor-
ders which she rightly deservesy.

The author of the above also added
that «the left-wing press had used him
as yet another occasion to attack Po-
land®».

! An unknown person. No information regarding
both the person and his mission in the USA. It may
suggest it was am irrelevant episode.

2AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 123, o. 745. All opin-
ions come from the mentioned document. No name
of the authors given, except for the note:,,5.VI1.1944
Ref. M. Prase”.

3 Ibidem, o. 724. The resolution signed on be-
half of the convention by:B. Meklemburg, Father
J. Choromacski, Angelina C. Pletta, K. J. Zielecki
and J. A. Tebrowski.

It should be added that NCAPD pro-
tested fiercely in 1944 in a resolution ad-
dressed to lord Halifax, the British Am-
bassador in the US which stated that:
«The delegates of the Polish American
organizations in the East gathered at a
convention in New York are sending the
Ambassador their words of protest aga-
inst the passages of Churchill’s address
of February 22™ 1944 infringing on the
rights of the Polish nation. The Polish-
-English treaty is a clear and unclassi-
fied document known to the world. Tru-
sting in the document, millions of Poles
died defending England as well. The tre-
aty does not entitle any of the signato-
ries to offer the invader the lands of its
allies. On the contrary, it requires for
the borders of the ally to be protected
as one’s own. Hence, supporting the ra-
pacious Soviet claims by the great au-
thority of the British Prime Minister is
a grave injustice to the Polish nation*».

On April 15", the Central Civil Com-
mittee convening in Detroit sent a tele-
gram to Stanisiaw Mikoiajczyk in which
the newly appointed leadership repre-
senting over two hundred Polish orga-
nizations, beside words of respect and
sympathy towards the Prime Minister,
expressed its firm belief that after five
heroic years of sacrifice Poland shall be
reborn without losing its territory and
that fair resolutions shall be adopted”.

4 1JPL, Polacy Amerykacscy, zespyi 45, ko-
lekcja nr 45/7/2/C/1/, teczka 3, bp. In his address
in the House of Commons Churchill said about
the agreement by the allies expressed in Tehran
to disconnect Poland from the USSR influence.
The document signed by the resolution commit-
tee: M. F. Wkgrzynek, Father Dr. A. W. Lekarczyk,
S. J. Bryda and F. J. Wazeter.

5 AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 129, o. 411. The wire
signed by R. Cegiowski, the president of the Central
Civil Committee.
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On July 28" 1944, at the convention
of the council of Polish Associations
and Clubs, in Wilmington, Delaware, a
resolution was passed which noted that
«the world is aware the Soviet Russian
authorities of the day made a pact with
the Polish government in London in July
1941 rejecting the treaty with Hitler of
1939 regarding the territorial changes in
Poland. In 1943 the treaty was breached
proving that the treaties, agreements and
declarations were only scraps of paper.»

Another passage of the document po-
ints out that «the support of the actions
of Soviet Russia and Germany against
Poland and other occupied European co-
untries would be a support of the Soviet-
-German treaty of 1939, including the
territorial changes in Poland. That wo-
uld be a betrayal of everything that was
so far declared and would mean the war
in Europe is being fought in vain, if it re-
sults in the victory of Soviet Russia and
its totalitarianism'y.

On July 30" 1944, the Polish Go-
vernment in Exile received support from
the attendees of the plenary convention
of the Polish Falconers union in America
whose guests included among others
Jan Ciechanowski, the Polish Ambassa-
dor and congressmen: Jan Lesicski and
Bolesiaw Monkiewicz, the president of
the Polish National Alliance and the pre-
sident of the Congress of Polish Ameri-
nans Henryk Majchrzak.

During the convention, the chaplain
of the Falconers, Father Prelate Seweryn
Niedbalski received an Officer’s Cross
of the Order of Rebirth of Poland awar-
ded by the Polish President.

'AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 129, o. 515, 516. Res-
oluion signed by: V. J. Kowalski, the president and
A. J. Rosiak, secretary.

The convention involved «a violent
incident, when a local filmmaker (an
American of Polish descent) announ-
cing a screening of Polish movies, be-
gan to screen a Soviet movie about the
Berling army. The attendees in no time
realized what the character of the movie
was and began to protest noisily. Such
was the commotion that there were at-
tempts to break the cine-projector and to
batter the filmmaker. Thanks to the lucid
mind of president Starzynski the agita-
tion of the audience had been contained.
The frightened filmmaker hastily left the
building carrying the movie equipment
to the sounds of menacing exclamations
of the gathered®».

The cited situation was presented
to prove the dislike of the proposals of
Soviet Russia. The movie was treated
as propaganda. On the other hand, the
event shows the attitude of the falconers
towards Poland and it legitimate autho-
rities.

The fifth plenary session of the de-
legates of the Maritime League in Ame-
rica, which took place between 2" and
4% of September 1944, passed a reso-
lution «expressing admiration and re-
cognition for the fight of Polish Army
against the German enemy and paying
tribute to heroic Warsaw, which despite
the bloodshed of its best sons and dau-
ghters is breaking the shackles of bon-
dage imposed by the savage enemy to
show the world the limitless being of
the nation. To the Polish infantry, navy
and air force fighting shoulder to shoul-
der beside the United Armed Forces of
the Allies against the savage enemy, we
pay tribute and sympathetically reassure
that they shall gloriously return to their

2 AAN, ATH, MZS, sygn. 129, 0. 552.
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free and independent Polish Homeland,
not diminished and rested broadly aga-
inst the Baltic sea'».

The convention also sent a wire to
Prime Minister Mikoiajczyk which be-
side the encouragement to persevere in
defending the legitimate Polish rights
also mentions Poland « not diminished
and with a broad access to the seaside.

The gathered delegates also sent a te-
legram to president Roosevelt appealing
«for the justice to be served and for the
Polish People to regain its rightful nest
including the Baltic coast®».

On September 26™ and 27" 1944, the
first National Convention of the Catholic
League took place in Cleveland. Similar
to other Polish American organizations,
the Catholic league also passed a resolu-
tion supporting the fighting country and
the government in London. Two most si-
gnificant passages from this extensive do-
cument are cited below: «We hereby send
greetings, thanks and encouragement to
persevere to the hard-working Polish Go-
vernment in London, the command of the
Polish Army and the Polish soldiers figh-
ting gloriously at all the world’s ends and
trails». The second paragraph refers to the
pre-war borders of Poland: «As American
citizens, we protest against the plunder
and partition of the country in 1939 and
against interfering in the internal affairs of
any country.»

'AAN, ATH, MZS, sygn. 129, o. 473. The reso-
lution committee included: R. Matuszczak, the pres-
ident, M. Dagbrowski, M. Chomicki, W. Wittenberg,
M. Leszczycski, B. Skowronek and S. Kubicki.

2 AAN, ATH, MZS, sygn. 129, 0. 474. The doc-
ument signed by those mentioned in the above foot-
note. The wire was also received by the Commander
in Chief and the Polish President. However they
were only courtesy wires.

3 AAN, ATH, MZS, sygn. 129, o. 474. The docu-
ment signed by committee resolution members men-
tioned in the above footnote.

These were very significant words,
all the more so because they were rece-
ived by the Catholic circles representing
both Polish and American parishes. It is
proven by the content of the resolution,
which repeatedly expresses gratitude
and solidarity with the whole hierarchy
of the Roman Catholic church together
with the Pope. The resolution was si-
gned by two clergymen: Wincenty Bor-
kowicz, Wincenty Stancelewski, Mo-
ther Marcella of the Siters of St. Felix,
Dr. Franciszek Fronczak and Katarzyna
Bajdek.*

On October 15" 1944, the conven-
tion of the K. Pulaski Center in Milwau-
kee also sent a wire to Prime Minister
Mikoiajczyk which, among others, read:
«We oppose firmly to any cutting down
of the Polish eastern lands and decide-
dly support attaching the ancient Polish
lands in the west to Poland, such as Si-
lesia, East Prussia and the whole Polish
Pomeraniay.

It was one of the most radical stan-
ces on the eastern borders of Poland
adopted by Polish American Circles at
that time. It is noteworthy that the po-
litical decisions were at the time alre-
ady made by the three superpowers:
Soviet Union, Great Britain and Uni-
ted States, regarding the Poland’s ter-
ritory whose eastern border would be
the Curzon line. A considerable reluc-
tance of Great Britain to further sup-
port the Polish Government in Exile
is also worth noting. It was even sug-
gested that the Government should no
longer be recognized at all. That is why
another passage of the wire mentioned
above is quite significant: «We firmly
believe that the Polish Government

4 AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 129, o. 468.
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in London and the Polish nation it re-
presents will triumphantly emerge from
the turmoil of the war and Poland will
take the place it deserves, and paid for
with the Polish blood, among the free
nations of the world'».

Meanwhile Ciechanowski, Polish
Ambassador in the US, in his telegram
of November 10" 1944 addressed to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in London,
wrote that «he spoke to B.,2 who conclu-

ded that obtaining the American guaran-
tees on a territory of any particular co-
untry was out of the question®».

The long-standing efforts of the Po-
lish Diaspora in USA did not yield the
expected results.

It could only be deliberated, whe-
ther without the support of Polish Ame-
ricans, the Republic of Poland would
be granted the post-war borders in their
present form.

BaspuHiok A. A. BILIMB N0JIbCLKHUX aMepHKaHLIB Ha opmy kopaoHiB Peciy-
Outixku Ioabima micas JApyroi cBiToBoi BiiiHu.

Ilicna nouamxky /pyeoi ceimoeoi sivinu noaimuuna cumyayis 6 €gponi, 30Kkpema
Tonvwi, He Oyna 6aiidyHcor0 0I5t NEPEBANCHOT OLILUOCMI NONSKIB, KL NPONCUBATU HA
Amepuxancexomy konmunenmi. Ilonvcoka diacnopa y Cnonyuenux [[Imamax cknaoa-
€MbCsL 3 KUILKOX MITBUOHIG 00, 1 SIK 8ANCIUBA eNMHIYHA 2PYNA MAA 8NIIUE HA (hopMmy-
6AHHSL NICIABOEHHUX KOpOoHie [Tonvwyi. Matidice 6ci nOIbCHKI 2pOMAICHKI opeanizayii
ma o0 ’€Onanms, 3a UHAMKOM Hegenukoi epynu cumnamuxie Paoancvrozo Coiosy, eu-
CMYnanu Ha KOpUCcmy NONLCLKO20 YPA0y V GUSHAHHI. Y 36 SI3KY 3 MUM, Wo ys mema e
0dobpe sidoma, | minbku pospodka B. 3axapsicesuua micmumsb 0esiki Oemari npoonemu,
dymMaemo, wjo OY10 6 O0OpeyHUM NOKA3AMuU ye NUMAarHs, bepyuu 0o yeazu apxieHi 00-
KYMEHMU NONbCbKO20 Ypsoy y eueHanHi (3 1940 poxy y @panyii, a nomim 6 JIOHOOH).

KurouoBi ciioBa: €Bpona, mojabChbKi aMepUKaHIl, OpraHizalisi, HalliOHAJIBHOCTI,
KOPZOHH, MOJIbCHKUN ypsiJl Y BUTHAHHI.

BaBpuniok A. A. Biusinue noibcKuX aMepukaHieB Ha (popmy rpanun Pecnyo6-
auku [Monbma nocsie Bropoii MUpoBoii BOWHBI.

Ilocne nauana Bmopoii muposoti éotinbl nonumuyeckas cumyayusi 6 Eépone, 6 mow uucne
6 [lonvute, He OvLia Despaznuuna NoOasAIoWeMy OONLUUHCINEY NOTAKOS, NPOHCUBAIOUUX
na Amepuranckom konmunenme. Ilomsckas ouacnopa ¢ Coedunennvix LLmamax, cocmo-
AWAsL U3 HECKOTLKUX MUTTIUOHOB UENOBEK, KAK 8ANCHAS IMHUUECKASA SPYNNA UMEA GIUAHUE
na gpopmuposanue nocnegoennvix epanuy Ionvwu. Iloumu éce nonvckue obujecmeenivle
opeanusayuu u 00beOUHEeHUs, 34 UCKTIIoUeHUeM Hebotbuol epynnel cumnamuros Cosem-
croeo Coio3a, 8blcmynanu 8 OMb3Y NOTLCKO20 NPASUMETbCMEa 6 useHanuil. B ceasu ¢ mem,
umo sma mema HedOCMAMOUHO U3BECHIHA, U MOTbKO paspabomka B. 3axapacesuua co-
oepotcum Hekomopbwle demanu npoonemvl, OyMaem, ymo ObLio Obl YMECHHbIM PACCKPbIND
IMOM 60NPOC, NPUHUMASL B0 GHUMAHUE APXUBHBLE OOKYMEHNIbL NOTLCKO20 NPAGUMETbCIEA
6 uzeHarnuu (0o 1940 200a 6o @panyuu, a 3amem 6 JIonooHe).

KuarwueBble cjioBa: EBpona, TIOJIBCKUE aMCPUKAHIbI, OpraHru3ainus, HauOHAJIbHO-
CTH, T'PAaHUIBI, ITOJIBCKOC MPABUTECIBCTBO B U3THAHUU.

Cmamma naoitiwna 0o peoakuii 11.02.2015

! AAN, AIH, MZS, sygn. 129, 0. 416.

2 Bohlen E. Charles, the advisor to President
Roosevelt, former US Ambassador in USSR, partici-
pant of the Yalta and Tehran conferences.

3 The Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum
Londyn (further: IPiMSL), Akta Prezydium Rady
Ministryw, PRM.Z, sygn. k. 55k
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